LANGUAGE AND RACE

REVISION QUESTIONS

1. What do you understand by the terms ‘pidgin’ and ‘creole’? How do they develop and what purposes do they serve?

2. What can we learn from pidgin languages about the nature of language development generally?

3. Pidgins and creoles are sometimes described dismisively as ‘makeshift’ or ‘marginal’ languages. Put the case against this viewpoint, arguing for the essentially creative communicative function of both language forms.

4. What is black vernacular English and what are its distinctive features?

5. In what ways does black vernacular English vary between different generations? How do you explain these developments?

6. For some young black people, a form of their parents’ mother-tongue can become an anti-language. What do you understand by this concept?

7. Some schools in parts of Britain have pupils from 70 different language backgrounds. Should they be taught in standard English or their mother tongue? What are the arguments for and against each approach?

For any of these ...

Write an article for a general reader ...

Write a letter to a documentary-producer friend ...

Write the text for an accompanying leaflet ...

(GB: Think different
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